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Honorable Richard Shelby
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Shelby:

rFEB 12 199.~

This is in reply to your letter of January ,1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of your constituent, Doug Meado , rding the Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-2~ 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the . sion's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Those rules have been in place for over 20 years. While they have been
amended on numerous occasions since that time, they nonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear's technology and, unless changed, will
stifle the growth and development of private land mobile radio technology and
services, which are used primarily by local governments, public safety
entities, and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
the Notice, therefore, to solicit comment from all interested persons on a
wide variety of proposals designed, to increase channel capacity, to promote
more efficient use of these channel's, and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end, some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexibility, and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so, how. I
have enclosed for your information a copy of that part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of users of private land mobile
~adio spectrum and the impact that these proposals may have on their radio
systems, including the costs of required modifications.
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We will, therefore, take into careful consideration all their comments. Your
constituent's concerns will be fully evaluated when we develop final rules in
this proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due February 26, 1993, and Reply
Comments are due April 14. 1993. We expect final rules to be issued near the
end of 1993. We urge your constituent to file formal comments on all aspects
of the proposals.

Sincerely, . /t~

~
. i'O'

.' 1, 4~

Ralph A. Haller
Chief, Private Radio Bureau
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Ms. Linda Townsend Solheim
Director, Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
Room 808
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RICHARD SHELBY
ALABAMA

.. "...._--~-
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

COMMITTEE ON BANKING. HOUSING,
AND URBAN AFFAIRS

COMMITTEE
ON

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

o 313 HART BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0103
12021224-5744

Dear Ms. Solheim:

WASHINGTON, O. C. 20510-0103

January 7, 1993

STATE OFFICES:
o 1600 FIFTH AVENUE NORTH

32 I FEDERAL BUILDING
BIRMINGHAM, AL 35203
12051 73 I - 1384

o HUNTSVillE INTERNATIONAL AIRPOR
1000 GLENN HEARN BOULEVARD
BOX 20127
HUNTSVILLE, AL 35824
12051 772-0460

o 1 13 ST. JOSEPH STREET
438 U. S. COURTHOUSE
MOBILE. AL 36602
12051 694 -4 164

o 15 LEE STREET
B28A ~~ COURTHOUSE
MONTGOMERY, AL 36104
12051832-7303

o 1 1 18 GREENSBORO AVENUE
ROOM 240 U.S. COURTHOUSE
TUSCALOOSA, AL 35401
12051 759-5047

I am enclosing a copy of a letter I received from Mr. Doug
Meadows.

Any information you may have regarding this matter would be
appreciated in order that I may be able to respond to my
constituent's inquiry. PLEASE REPLY, IN DUPLICATE, TO THE
ATTENTION OF MY STAFF MEMBER, SIMEON SPENCER, USING THE NAME OF
THE ABOVE-MENTIONED CONSTITUENT IN YOUR CORRESPONDENCE.

Thank you for your prompt assistance to this matter.

Sincerely,

RCS/sds
Enclosure

Richard Shelby
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KOPPERS
I N 0 U 51' R I E S

December 8. 1992

The Honorable Senator Richard Shelby
United States Senate
SH-313
Hart Senate Office Building
~ashington. D.C. 20510

Re: Part 90 Rules and Regulations
FCC Docket 92-235

Dear Senator Shelby:
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j
Koppers Industries. Inc.

P.O. Box 510
Montgomery, AL 36101-0510

Telephone: (205) 634-5290
FAX: (205) 265-9660

Effective radio communication is of great importance to Koppers Industries.

The proposed changes to the Part 90 Rules will have a tremendous impact on our
ability to operate this plant in a safe and productive manner.

The cost to meet new technical requirements would be excessive.

It would reduce the effective range of our communication and lessen the
reliability of our radio system. ~e depend heavily on our system for
Emergency Communication. Production. and Safety.

We feel the FCC proposal to completely scrap the current Part 90 Rules and
Regulations would be detrimental to our industry as well as each and every
industry with radio systems licensed in America.

We need to strengthen America's industries. not handicap them.

f21it~
Doug ~ows
Plant Manager

DM/ks

cc: FIT


